
Call for application for Project Grant 

PROJECT TITLE: Placement, Preservation and Perseverance: Afghan At-risk Scholars, Activists and Students 

Duration: November 2022 to April 2024 

Location: Canada 

Deadline for application: 15 September 2022 

Carleton University and the University of British Columbia invite Afghan at-risk human rights defenders, 
journalists and activists who have recently resettled in Canada to apply to participate in a project entitled 
‘Placement, Preservation and Perseverance: Afghan At-risk Scholars, Activists and Students’. The project 
is funded by the International Development Research Centre (IDRC). Participants will lead projects that 
help preserve and advance the work that they left behind with the sudden takeover of the Taliban in 
August 2021 while benefitting from individualized integration support. 

About the Project     

The project supports scholars, civil society actors, activists and journalists from Afghanistan who have 
been forced to flee, especially women and ethnic minorities. The project seeks to empower their 
integration into new homes, and scholarly and civil society communities, whilst leveraging their 
intellectual contributions to the past, present and future of Afghanistan. The primary aim of this project is 
to address the current crisis in Afghanistan, to provide wrap-around support for the resettlement of 
Afghan At-Risk Scholars and Activists (hereafter ASAs) that have been forced to flee Afghanistan to 
preserve, and facilitate past and present knowledge production in ways that contribute substantially to 
the future of the Afghan people and society. The project has three main aims: 

● To provide support for resettlement and integration: each participant will be part of a peer
support network that provides intellectual, political and professional kinship networks/spaces;

● To preserve knowledge: each participant will create initiatives contributing to the preservation of
local/indigenous knowledge among scholarly networks in exile and have opportunities to capture
intellectual currents amongst Afghan at-risk scholars and activists.

● To provide opportunities for intergenerational connections: each participant will have
opportunities to work with Afghan refugee scholars and students in Canada with the aim of
preserving and extending the now disrupted multigenerational Afghan knowledge community.

     Who should apply     

Any  newly arrived Afghan at- risk human rights defender, journalist and activist who wishes: 

1. to help preserve the knowledge systems they left behind;
2. to continue and build on the work they were doing in Afghanistan;
3. to take an active part in a tailored and supportive approach to resettlement;
4. to be part of a community of care.



If this sounds like you, please send us an application package (see below for more information). Please 
note that we seek activists/journalists from any thematic area who are interested in preserving and 
advancing their work through this funding opportunity. Individual projects can include (but are not limited 
to) research, creative expressions of human rights, campaign work and advocacy etc. Project proposals 
should not exceed CAD $10,000, although additional funding may be available.  

A full proposal and budget will be presented at the Annual Conference 1 (Ottawa) in Spring 2023. The 
final project output/report to be presented/shared during Annual Conference 2 (Vancouver) in Spring 
2024. Besides direct support for the project, funding will be provided for flights/accommodation to 
attend conferences, one-on-one networking (part of a Care group program) and integration support, and 
opportunities to present projects to the wider network of project participants. 

Participants will  be expected to attend monthly meetings (in-person or virtual), participate in care groups 
(with project cohorts across Canada – held virtually), attend annual conferences; and contribute to 
advocacy and dissemination of project activities. 

Application Process 

Eligibility: 

Human rights defenders, civil society actors, activists and journalists from Afghanistan who have been 
forced to flee, especially women and ethnic minorities, after August 2021, and who now reside in Canada. 
Women and minorities will be considered as preferred participants.  We welcome applications from those 
who are established and experienced as well as young/emerging activists. 

Application Package must include: 

a) Resume
b) Cover letter (that includes a statement on why you would like to be part of this project)
c) Project proposal that consists of:

1. Introduction (250 words) – tell the selection committee what you are proposing and why you are
proposing this project

2. Rationale for the project (250 words) – tell the selection committee why this project needs to be
supported

3. Sample budget - this should outline what the funds will be used for
4. List of participants – please include a list of people this proposal will engage (who will work

directly on this project) AND reach (who will be affected by/involved in this project)
d) Contact information for 2 References
e) Sample work (2 pieces)

Candidates invited for an interview will be asked to do a presentation on their project proposal and     
estimated project budget.       

Language criteria: Applications must be submitted in English, but the language of the project/ 
deliverables will be evaluated on a case by case basis, depending on the project audience.      



Please send complete applications by September 15th, 2022 to Dr. Shuchi Karim, Project Director 
(shuchikarim@cunet.carleton.ca). Incomplete applications will not be considered.  

For further information on the opportunity and the project and if you have any questions, please contact:     
     Dr. Shuchi Karim, Project Director (shuchikarim@cunet.carleton.ca) 


