
 

Bringing Afghan Women Judges to Greater Public Attention 

The Afghan Women Judges Visual Storytelling Project 
 

A. Advancing Visual Storytelling to Assist Afghan Women Judges 

 

In our media-rich landscape, telling stories visually is extraordinarily important to advancing solutions. The powerful 

experiences of Afghan women judges – their role in establishing the rule of law, facing Taliban challenges and trying to 

reestablish their lives -- are inspiring, but the visual component has been limited or absent. A focus on visual storytelling 

will bring new attention to the Afghan women judges and their needs. 

 

B. The Visual Storytelling Team 
 
The team is composed of three women with extensive backgrounds in storytelling on women’s issues. Directors Marion 

Lipschutz and Rose Rosenblatt are experienced documentary filmmakers with award-winning documentary films about 

complex topics related to women’s lives and are the founders of Incite Films (http://www.incite-pictures.com/). They are 
joined by Cynthia L. Cooper, a journalist on human rights who draws on her background as a lawyer and wrote “Women 

Judges Mobilize to Help Endangered Afghan Counterparts” (ABA Perspectives). This team is intensely aware of the 
sensitivity that surrounds the topic, and assumes extreme care in every aspect of the project not to jeopardize any 
ongoing or potential legal or personal matter that affects the Afghan women judges or other participants.  
 
C. Three Phases to the Project 

 

The Afghan Women Judges Storytelling Project has three phases:  

 

 Phase One, Video Portraits: Three to four short portraits of Afghan women judges will show their 
individual experiences, while reflecting larger issues such as the importance of having women in decision-
making positions, the rule of law, international human rights, and the impact of forced migration.  

 Phase Two, Media Repository: Collected video will be delivered to a selected archive at a university or other 

institution so that media reporters and historians will have access to it. 

 Phase Three, Documentary Storytelling: A longer range phase will create a documentary telling the full story 

of the trajectory of the Afghan women judges -- their work, accomplishments, challenges and readjustments. 

 
D. Advisory Panel 
 
The Visual Storytelling team will be guided by other individuals and organizations with expertise on the topic. The 
International Association of Women Judges is currently on the advisory panel, along with the International 
Association of People’s Lawyers, Stuart Russell, international human rights lawyer; the Equitable Justice Network 
and Caroline Marks, director and human rights consultant. 
 
E. Audience 
 
The video portraits of the Afghan women judges will be designed for presentations at policy forums, law schools, 
college classrooms and bar association events. An initial showing of a Video Portrait is planned to launch on the 
Day of the Endangered Lawyer, January 24, 2023. 
  
F. Goal 
 
The goal of the Afghan Women Judges Visual Storytelling Project is to raise awareness about the critical needs of 
the judges in evacuation and resettlement, and to highlight the work of women in building the rule of law. 
 
Contact: 
Documentary Education Afghan Women: documentaryeducation@gmail.com 
Marion Lipschutz  ~ Rose Rosenblatt ~ Cynthia L. Cooper  

http://www.incite-pictures.com/

