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TURKISH GOVERNMENT’S PERSECUTION OF LAWYERS 

 Lawyers and members of the judiciary have become the first group of professionals together 

with journalist which the Turkish government targeted as part of its crackdown on dissent.  

 Under the Turkish Code for Criminal Procedure, person may be detained for only 24 hours 

which may, where organised criminal activity is involved, be extended intermittently for a further 

72 hours in three separate 24 hour periods. Anyone arrested is entitled to access to a lawyer of his 

choice from the time he is arrested.  With a number of decrees which the cabinet of ministers issued 

following the declaration of state of emergency a few days after the failed coup attempt extended 

the time which one might be held in custody to 30 days and prevented arrested persons to have  

access to a lawyer in the initial five days of the same 30 day period.  

 When a person in custody finally allowed access to a lawyer he may not contact a lawyer of 

his choice. Instead, lawyers who seem to enjoy affiliating themselves with the ruling AKP are 

provided by bar associations as duty lawyers which practically denies the person in custody genuine 

legal assistance. All these deviations from the established rules of precedure lays bare Turkish 

government's intention to prevent persons' access to justice. 

 The Turkish government associates lawyers with their clients and arrests them on the same 

legal grounds as their clients. They also receive the same treatment as their clients when arrested, 

i.e. ill-treatment often amounting to torture and confiscation of property. Those who manage to flee 

persecution end up abroad mostly in dire financial difficulty and away from their spouses and 

children. 

 Lawyers who acted for police officers and public prosecutors who carried out criminal 

investigations which implicated members of the Turkish government in December 2013 have been 

specifically targeted  following the failed coup attempt in July. The government first unlawfully 

prevented same lawyers from actually representing or conversing with their clients before it started 

detaining them. On the other hand same lawyers saw their bank accounts frozen and restriction 

orders issued against disposition of their real estate. 

 Having been associated with their clients they are denied access to a fellow lawyer, subjected 

to ill-treatment and even torture during police custody and forced to sign statements which would 

incriminate themselves and/or others ans consequently detained and put behind bars. 

 As evident in their coverage of detention of lawyers, the charges on which lawyers are being 

currently detained in unprecetended numbers are not terrorism related but rather they relate to their 

performance of their profession as lawyers.  It is therefore not surprising to witness that there are 

lawyers who have been detained for simply making written submissions to court. 

 On the other hand they are being associated with Gulen movement members which the 

government have been targeting for the last 3 years or so and which it accuses of being the 

mastermind of the failed coup and targetted ruthlessly by the government media on a daily basis. 
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 As a result lawyers across the country fearing persecution themselves refuse to act for those 

who are accociated with the Gulen Movement. 

 The police  as part of the targeting of lawyers across  the country unlawfully searches homes 

and offices of lawyers and seizes priviliged documents in evidence. Membership to certain 

professional clubs or societies is now enough evidence for detention. 

 As a result of fee-earners and support staff working for lawyers who have either been detained 

or being wanted by the police resigning in fear of persecution, same lawyers have had to close down 

their practices. 

 The families of such lawyers are being targetted as well. Their spouses who work in the public 

sector are suspended and subsequently dismissed. Passports of their spoused and children are 

cancelled. 

 Lawyers who have been relentlessly targeted by the government media and government's 

army of internet trolls have had to move their houses and offices. 

 It is evident in the kind of questions arrested lawyers are ask during police interviews that 

lawyers are being targeted not in the name of carrying out of justice but for political reasons. They 

also show that it is actually lawyers' professional activities which are being questioned. 

 

The charges against the lawyer regarding the detention decision can be seen in the decision; 

 Violation of the Constitution (Turkish Criminal Code, 309) 

 Attempting to physically assault and assassinate the President (Turkish Criminal Code, 310) 

 Criminal offence against the parliament (Turkish Criminal Code, 311) 
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 Criminal offence against the government (Turkish Criminal Code, 312) 

 Armed revolt against the Government of the Republic of Turkey (Turkish Criminal Code, 313) 

 Armed organization (Turkish Criminal Code, 314) 

 Invasion of the offices of military commanderships (Turkish Criminal Code, 317) 

 Discouraging public performing military service (Turkish Criminal Code, 318) 

 Encouraging disobedience  (Turkish Criminal Code, 319) 

 Murder (Turkish Criminal Code, 81) 

 Although they are being accused of committing such serious offences, no evidence as to how 

exactly they have committed them or any piece of evidence which links them to the same offences 

are presented.  
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 Presidents and some of the board members of 5 different bar associations across the country, 

namely Trabzon, Siirt, Konya, Gümüshane, Konya, Manisa bar associations, have been detained 

following 15th of July. 

 Decrees issued by the government as part of the state of emergency declared following the 

pusch provide serious restrictions in terms of legal representation. Such provisions however should 

only be considered as the regulation of practical hinderances which the lawyers  had to that date 

been facing in the performance of their profession. 

 The government has extended the length of detention from 4 intermittent days to 30 days 

within which no access to lawyer may be had. 

 Another government decree allowed public prosecutors to stop detainees to have access to a 

lawyer. 

 Now conferences between lawyers and their clients in detention may be video and/or audio 

recorded which is being actively implemented in all detention centres in Turkey. 

 The number of lawyers who a detained person may instruct have been restricted to 3 lawyers 

only. On the other hand now lawyers' offices may be searched by the police in the absence of a 

public prosecutor. 
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 Prosecution now restrict or completely stop suspect's lawyer from having access to suspect's 

case file. 

 Courts cite as grounds for pre-trial detention,having an account in a certain bank ( Bank 

Asya), sending their children to one of the hundreds of schools across Turkey which are affiliated 

with the Hizmet Movement or being in possession of a single one US dollar bill at time of arrest. 

 There is now an ever growing number of Turkish lawyers who had to move abroad to avoid 

detention and ill-treatment. 
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COVERAGE OF LAWYER ARRESTS IN THE TURKISH MEDIA 

1- ANKARA  

03.08.2016; 

“Lawyers of FETO” supporters” 

 “... 5 of the 17 lawyers for whom a court issued arrest warants have been detained by the anti-

organised crime police.” 
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2-  IZMIR  

16.08.2016; 

“9 lawyers who are part of the Izmir network of FETO have been arrested”  

“... lawyers who act for FETO....” 

 

 

3- ISTANBUL 

19.08.2016; 

“Lawyers who were denied access to their clients have been arrested” 

“Police attacked and arrested lawyers when they insisted to see their clients” 
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4- SAMSUN 

10.08.2016; 

“The offices of 11 law firms raided. 12 lawyers arrested. 

15.08.2016; 

“15 lawyers arrested by the police. 8 sent to prison” 

04.10.2016; 

“8 people including 6 female lawyers have been detained by the police as part of the FETO 

investigations conducted in the province of Samsun” 
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5- TRABZON 

20.09.2016; 

“6 lawyers including Orhan Ongoz, president of the Trabzon Bar, have been arrested” 

 

 

6- IZMIR 

21.07.2016; 

“Izmir court issues warrants for the arrest of 25 lawyers. Police arrests 11. 7 sent to prison.” 
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23.09.2016; 

“Arrest warrants for 17 lawyers issued. 8 arrested. 

7- ADANA 

03.09.2016; 

“FETO lawyers arrested” 
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“ 5 of t he 7 lawyers who were arrested as part of the ongoing FETO/PYD investigations have been 

detained” 

 

8- ANTALYA  

08.09.2016; 

“ Police raids houses of 20 lawyers in Antalya in the early hours of the day. Lawyers' offices 

searched, documents, computers, mobile phones seized.” 
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9- ANKARA 

04.08.2016, 

“Arrest warrants issued for 31 lawyers” 
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10- DUZCE 

08.09.2016, 

“6 lawyers arrested as part of the ongoing FETO investigations” 

 

11- SIVAS 

09.08.2016, 

“ 14 lawyers arrested in Sivas for FETO association. Houses and offices searched. Document and 

computers seized.” 
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12- TOKAT 

“ 3 lawyers arrested in the province of Tokat.” 

13- KONYA 

30.07.2016; 

“25 lawyers arrested. 12 sent to prison.” 

 

27.07.2016; 

“ A local lawyers is detained by the court” 

08.09.2016; 

“Court detains lawyer” 

“ 25 lawyer members of the Denge Lawyers Association in Konya arrested.” 
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14- ESKISEHIR 

30.08.2016; 

“12 people including 10 lawyers arrested. All 10 lawyers have later been detained by the court” 

 

15- DENIZLI 

27.08.2016; 

“9 lawyers arrested in Denizli. Their offices and houses searched. Although they were later released 

by the court, the same court subsequently sent them to prison following an appeal by the 

prosecution.” 
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16- MANISA 

02.09.2016; 

 “Court detains 9 of the 13 arrested lawyers, including a former president of the Manisa Bar, after  

23 days they spent in police custody.” 
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17- NEVSEHIR 

“ Lawyer arrested in Nevsehir. Books of Fethullah Gulen found in his house” 

18- MALATYA 

20.08.2016; 

“ 12 of the 13 lawyers who were previously arrested by the police have been sent to prison.”  

01.09.2016; 

“ 7 lawyers arrested” 

“ Irfan S. who has acted for some of the businessmen who stand trial as part of the FETO 

investigations has been detained by the court.” 

19- ADIYAMAN  

31.08.2016; 

“ Court detains two lawyers as part of the ongoing FETO investigations.” 

20- MERSIN 

12.08.2016; 

“ 12 lawyers sent to prison” 

18.08.2016; 

“ Police arrests 14 lawyers. 13 of them were later detained by the court.” 

21- AKSARAY  

30.07.2016; 

“8 of the 17 lawyers, including president of the Aksaray Bar, who were previously arrested by the 

police have been detained by court.” 

22- KARABUK 

“ After spending 10 days in police custody following their arrest by the police on 28.07.2016 two 

lawyers have been detained by the court for FETO related offences.” 

 

23- KAYSERI 
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03.08.2016; 

“ Court issues warrants for the arrest of 18 members of a lawyers society in Kayseri which has 

been closed following the failed coup attempt of July the 15th.” 

 

 

12.08.2016; 

“15 lawyers have been arrested by the police. Police still seeks another 3 lawyers.” 

24- ELAZIG 

“ All of the 4 lawyers, including a female lawyer, have been sent to prison by the court” 

25- BURSA 

08.09.2016; 

“ 4 lawyers detained on FETO related charges” 
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26- KAHRAMANMARAS 

27.08.2016; 

“2 lawyers sent to prison on charges relating to the failed coup attempt” 

 

27- ZONGULDAK 

25.08.2016, 

“ The local lawyer who is one of the 10 people detained by the court is understood to be the lawyer 

of FETO in Zonguldak” 
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28- SANLIURFA 

“ 3 of the 5 lawyers arrested on charges relating to the failed coup attempt sent to prison after 15 

days in police custody.” 

 

29- ERZURUM 

04.08.2016, 

“Court detains 4 lawyers including a former president of the Erzurum Bar. 11 other released on 

bail.” 
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30-  BURDUR 

“ 10 businessmen and a lawyer have been detained in Burdur.” 

 

 

31-AFYONKARAHISAR  

29.07.2016; 

“Court detains a lawyer for membership to FETO” 

32- BURDUR 

25.07.2016; 

“ Court detains 11 including a lawyer in Burdur” 

33- AYDIN 

31.07.2016; 

“Court detains 21 including a lawyer in Aydin” 
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34- KIRSEHIR 

30.07.2016; 

“ A lawyer has been sent to prison for offences related to  FETO. Two others are being sought by 

the police” 

35- ISTANBUL 

04.08.2016; 

“8 lawyers detained” 

28.08.2016; 

“ 12 lawyers detained by the court” 

36- HATAY 

09.08.2016; 

“40 people including a lawyer have been arrested by the police” 

37- GUMUSHANE-BAYBURT 

28.07.2016; 

“2 lawyers including the president of the provincial bar association have been arrested” 

38- SIIRT 

23.09.2016; 

“Court detains president of the Siirt Bar Association” 
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39- IZMIR  

09.09.2016; 

“ Police intervenes a protest staged by lawyers who demanded release of fellow lawyers arrested by 

the police. Scores of lawyers assaulted and arrested.” 

 

 


